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“THE WORST PART ABOUT

CHRONIC ILLNESS IS THE

UNKNOWN. IT’S ALWAYS A

PART OF OUR LIFE

REGARDLESS OF HOW YOU’RE

FEELING. EVEN ON YOUR BEST

DAY, IT’S JUST LURKING IN THE

SHADOWS, READY TO STRIKE

AT ANY MOMENT. NOTHING IN

YOUR LIFE IS CERTAIN

BECAUSE MAYBE YOU FEEL

GOOD TODAY AND MAYBE YOU

FEEL GOOD FOR A FEW WEEKS

BUT THEN NEXT MONTH IT

COULD ALL COME CRASHING

DOWN. IT’S THE UNKNOWN.”

                                                        

                             ~ LUPIE LINDA
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Dear Delegates, Faculty, and Esteemed Guests,
 
     On behalf of the Secretariat, it is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the fourth annual Mason
Model World Health Organization Conference. 
 
     Mason Model World Health Organization (MasonWHO) is a student organization focused on
empowering students to improve the health of their global community. The purpose of the MasonWHO
Conference is to fill the limited global health and policy opportunities for students in the D.C. Metropolitan
Area by simulating the World Health Assembly. The conference provides an open and respectful space
for students from different experiences to collaborate and create complex global legislature that improves
international health for all. It is important that students from multiple disciplinaries and backgrounds come
together to become proactive in global health policy.  
 
     The Secretariat has dedicated their time to diligently plan this year’s conference. Each member of the
Secretariat has brought their unique talent to the team to design this conference. We each are committed
to initiate and inspire delegates to understand and be involved with the global health issues outside of
our college campus. I am very proud that we have expanded beyond conference planning and added
monthly meetings to educate and prepare students about the conference theme prior to the conference.
 
     Chronic Illnesses are the leading cause of death and disability worldwide. With modern medicine
eliminating communicable diseases, there is an epidemiological shift to higher chronic illness rates. The
conference theme is broad and complex. When addressing a massive problem, it provides students a
chance to employ all their knowledge in influencing health policy development.  It is important
to understand that global change can start in local communities. 
 
     I am very humbled to serve as the 2019 MasonWHO Executive Director. I am very grateful for all the
great memories and learning experiences that were provided to me. I would like to thank the Theme
Writers and Marketing Ambassadors for their service to the Mason community and beyond. 
 
I am excited to see each of you take new experiences, perspective and refined goals for the future. 
 
Sincerely,
Nattacha Munakata
Executive Director, Mason Model World Health Organization 2019
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8:00 AM- Registration Open
*Innovation Hall 2nd Floor lobby

8:30 AM- Delegate Training I
*Innovation Hall Rm. 206

9:00 AM- Registration Closes
9:00 AM- Delegate Training II

*Innovation Rm. 206

9:30 AM- Opening Ceremony
*Innovation Hall Rm. 105

10:45 AM- Committee Session I
1:00 PM- Lunch

*Innovation Hall 1st Floor Lobby

1:30 PM-Development Workshop
*Innovation Hall Rm. 105

2:30 PM Committee Session II
3:45 PM-Break
4:00 PM- Committee Session III
5:30 PM- Closing Ceremony

*Innovation Hall Rm. 105
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Executive Director:
Nattacha Munakata

Logistics Director:
Tiajah Valerio

Assistant Logistics Director:
Adriana Araica

Finance Director:
Minnie Dhawan 

Internal Communications
Director: Jonathan Sanchez

Chief of Staff:
Sharheen Hussain

Delegate Resource Coordinator:
Bridget Anim

The Model WHO consists of a handful of secretariat members tasked with administrative duties, maintaining
records, and planning the annual conference. Each of these eight undergraduate students have spent countless

hours performing the aforementioned duties in order to make the 2019 Model World Health Organization
Conference possible. While each student has a common goal, they originate from a variety of majors and

backgrounds simulating the diversity present here at George Mason University. The secretariat members have
used their experiences to their advantage to make this conference the best one possible. After an intense year of

planning they are all elated to see their hard work come together. On behalf of the Model WHO secretariat we
welcome delegates, faculty, staff, and other guests alike and strive to make this experience memorable.  

External Communications
Director: Pearl Tak
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Dr. Ian Shenk, M.D

Dr. Shenk, a D.C native, pursued his
undergrad at John Hopkins University.

Upon completing his degree, he continued
to study at John Hopkins for Med School

until he graduated in 1965. Dr. Shenk then
completed two years of residency at his
alma mater. Starting in 1967 he took a

fellowship at Yale- New Haven Hospital for
another two years. Following his schooling
he joined the U.S Navy and served from

1969 until 1971. Finally settling down, Dr.
Shenk began practicing medicine,

specializing in gastroenterology. For 43
years, Dr. Shenk has been a dedicated
physician serving Fairfax, VA. Currently,

Dr. Shenk is retired and enjoys his days by
spending time with his grand kids.

However, he still has an avid interest in
medical ethics. 
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Model WHO would like to give special thanks to...
Dr. Ali Weinstein

Brian Gillette

Model United Nations GMU

MedX Global GMU

Dr. Ali A. Weinstein is MWHO's faculty mentor. She is also an Associate Professor of Global and Community
Health (GCH) and the Director of the Center for Study of Chronic Illness and Disability (CCID). Without Dr.

Weintstein this years conference would not have been possible. MWHO would like to thank Dr. Weinstein for
the continuous support and leadership throughout the year. Not only is her dedication commendable, but she

has been an inspiration to all the secretariat members. 

Brian Gillette is the undergraduate advisor for the Global Community Health students in the College of Health
and Human Services. Over the years Brian has continued to be an avid supporter of MWHO. We would like to

thank him for his commitment.  

Model United Nations strives to offer students the opportunity to
explore a wide range of international policy issues through debate

at a variety of conferences each year. We attempt to spread
understanding of international cultures, how they interact, and how

our world came to be and where it is going by holding cultural
events throughout the year. As a Model United Nations club, we

present to the Mason community the essence of the United
Nations.

MedX is designed to engage undergraduate students in
global health development with an emphasis on

healthcare as a right. The purpose of MedX Global is to
involve the clinically-oriented in the intersection of

medicine and globalization. It also engages others by
mapping diverse experiences to the future of global and

public health development.
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Alpha Epsilon Delta
The mission of the Society is to encourage and recognize

excellence in premedical scholarship; to stimulate an appreciation
of the importance of premedical education; to promote

communication between medical and premedical students and
educators; to provide a forum for students with common interests;
and to use its resources to benefit health organizations, charities

and the community.

Northern Virginia Area Health Education Center

The mission of NVAHEC at Mason is to improve
healthcare access and quality across Northern

Virginia. The Center’s primary priorities are to: (1)
increase diversity among health professions and (2)
support multi-disciplinary/multi-professional training
for practicing professionals and students in health

career preparation academic programs

College of Health and Human Services

The College of Health and Human Services (CHHS)
is the “health college” of George Mason University.
It is where health research meets health practice

and service delivery. By integrating our educational
programs, our clinical and community-based

research, and our community engagement efforts,
CHHS strives to provide a rigorous and innovative
learning experience for our students, to be a major
provider of the health care workforce in northern

Virginia, and to produce new knowledge to address
critical health and social issues in policy and

practice, while both faculty and students are actively
engaged in improving the health and well-being of

people both locally and globally.
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